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On July 26, 2005, the San Diego County Board of Supervisors decreased the Hotel Tax from 9% 
to 8%, effective August 1, 2005. 
 
As a result of this action, it is anticipated that persons will be interested in filing claims for 
refunds for the difference between the 8% and 9% hotel tax rate paid for lodging at a hotel in an 
unincorporated area of the County.   
 
 
 
County Ordinance Requirement Re: Filing Claims for Refunds 
 
This Refund Information Sheet is being provided to you because the County hotel tax ordinance 
includes under section 22.212 of the County Code a process for parties interested in pursuing 
refunds of a hotel tax.   
 
 
Hotel Operator Claims for Refunds 
 
Section 22.212 (b) states that a hotel operator may file with the County a claim for a refund, 
provided however that no claim for such a refund is permitted unless the amount of hotel tax the 
hotel operator collected has either been refunded or credited to the hotel guest who paid the hotel 
tax. 
 
Hotel Guest Claims for Refunds 
 
In addition, section 22.212 (c) provides that a hotel guest who paid the hotel tax may file with the 
County a claim for a refund of the hotel tax, but only if the hotel guest is able to establish that 
he/she has been unable to obtain a refund or credit from the hotel operator who collected the 
hotel tax.  
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Hotel Decision on Whether to Refund Guests and File Claims for Refunds with County 
 
The main purpose of this Refund Information Sheet is to obtain information from your hotel as to 
what your hotel’s plans are relative to the issue of refund claims for the difference between the 
8% and the 9% hotel taxes that were paid to your hotel.      
 
Hotel Will Not Refund or Credit the Hotel Tax to Its Guests 
 
If your hotel does not plan to provide refunds or credits to your hotel guests, there is no need to 
complete and return this form.  If you do not return this form, it will be assumed that your hotel 
does NOT plan to provide refunds or credits to your hotel guests.  On that basis, the County will 
accept and process claims for refunds from hotel guests because they will not be receiving 
refunds or credits of the hotel tax from your hotel.    
 
Hotel Will Refund or Credit the Hotel Tax to Guests and File Claims for Refunds with County 
 
Please indicate below if your hotel plans to issue refunds or credits to hotel guests who paid the 
9% hotel tax rate instead of the 8% hotel tax rate.  Please check the box below and return this 
form to the Treasurer-Tax Collector.   
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please Check  
 

The Hotel (indicated below) hereby notifies the County Treasurer-Tax Collector that it plans to 
refund or credit the difference between 8% and 9% in the hotel tax to any hotel guest who paid 
the 9% hotel tax since August 23, 1990.  The hotel understands that there is no County ordinance 
requirement imposed on the hotel to provide such refund or credit to its hotel guests, and that the 
hotel is doing so voluntarily.        
 
Please Print 
 
Hotel Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hotel Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hotel Telephone No.: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Hotel Contact Person (Name and Title): ____________________________________________ 
 
 
___________________________________________ ____________________________ 
Authorized Signature      Date 
 
[NOTE:   Do NOT return this Form if your hotel will not be refunding/crediting the hotel 
tax to guests.] 


